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In the last decades, America has gone to war as supposed 

defenders of democracy. The War on Terror was waged to 

protect the west from the dangers of Islamists. US soldiers are 

stationed in over 800 locations across the world to act as the 

righteous arbiters of the rule of law. 

In The Spoils of War, Andrew Cockburn brilliantly dissects the 

intentions behind Washington's martial appetites. The 

American war machine can only be understood in terms of the 

"private passions" and "interests" of those who control it - 

principally a passionate interest in money. Thus, as he 

witheringly reports, Washington expanded NATO to satisfy an 

arms manufacturer's urgent financial requirements; the U.S. 

Navy's Pacific fleet deployments were for years dictated by a 

corrupt contractor who bribed high-ranking officers with cash 

and prostitutes; senior marine commanders agreed to a troop 

surge in Afghanistan in 2017 "because it will do us good at 

budget time." 

Based on years of wide-ranging research, Cockburn lays bare 

the ugly reality of the largest military machine in history: 

squalid, and at the same time terrifyingly dangerous.

Hardback | 288 pages | 

Andrew Cockburn is the 
Washington Editor of Harper's 
magazine and the author of many 
articles and books on national 

security, including the New York 

Times Editor's Choice Rumsfeld and 

The Threat, which destroyed the 

myth of Soviet military superiority 

underpinning the Cold War and Kill 

Chain: Drones and the Rise of High-

Tech Assassin. He is a regular 

opinion contributor to the Los 

Angeles Times and has written for, 

among others, the New York Times, 

National Geographic and the London 

Review of Books.
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The Apocalypse and the End of History : Modern 

Jihad and the Crisis of Liberalism

HB | 288.pp | September 2021£16.99 |

Suzanne Schneider
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781839762413

How the political violence of modern jihad 

echoes the crises of western liberalism.

Islamophobia and the Politics of Empire : 20 years 

after 9/11

PB | 304.pp | September 2021£12.99 |

Deepa Kumar
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781788737210

A critically acclaimed analysis of 

anti-Muslim racism from the sixteenth to 

the twenty-first centuries, in a fully revised 

and expanded second edition.

Sinews of War and Trade : Shipping and Capitalism 

in the Arabian Peninsula

PB | 384.pp | August 2021£11.99 |

Laleh Khalili
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781786634825

How shipping is central to the very fabric 

of global capitalism.

We're Here Because You Were There : Immigration 

and the End of Empire

HB | 352.pp | April 2021£20.00 |

Ian Patel
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781788737678

How citizens became immigrants: Britain's 

failure to create a post-imperial nation.

The Management of Savagery : How America's 

National Security State Fueled the Rise of Al Qaeda, 

PB | 400.pp | July 2020£10.99 |

Max Blumenthal
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781788732307

The rise of international jihad and Western 

ultra-nationalism In the Management of 

Savagery, Max Blumenthal excavates the 

real story behind America's dealings with 

the world and shows how the extremist 

forces that now threaten peace across the 

globe are the inevitable flowering of 

America's imperial designs. 

War in the Age of Trump : The Defeat of Isis, the Fall 

of the Kurds, the Conflict with Iran

HB | 320.pp | July 2020£18.99 |

Patrick Cockburn
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781839760402

Trump in the Middle East: chaos or retreat?
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Yemen in Crisis : The Road to War

PB | 352.pp | April 2019£16.99 |

Helen Lackner

Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781788735537

Expert analysis of Yemen's social and 

political crisis, with profound implications 

for the fate of the Arab World.

Hara Hotel : A Tale of Syrian Refugees in Greece

HB | 352.pp | April 2018£16.99 |

Teresa Thornhill

Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781786635198

A first-hand account of a Greek refugee 

camp - and the stories  of the refugees 

staying there.

Deport, Deprive, Extradite : Twenty-First Century 

State Extremism

HB | 240.pp | March 2018£16.99 |

Nisha Kapoor
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781786633477

The extradition of terror suspects reveals 

the worst features of the security state.

The Age of Jihad : Islamic State and the Great War 

for the Middle East

PB | 464.pp | November 2017£26.99 |

Patrick Cockburn
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781786630421

From the award-winning author of The Rise 

of Islamic State, the essential story of the 

Middle East's disintegration.

Tear Gas : From the Battlefields of WWI to the Streets 

of Today

PB | 224.pp | November 2017£12.99 |

Anna Feigenbaum
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781784780265

The story of how a chemical weapon went 

from the battlefield to the streets.

Threads : From the Refugee Crisis

HB | 176.pp | June 2017£16.99 |

Kate Evans

Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781786631732

A heartbreaking, full-color graphic novel of 

the refugee drama.
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The Killing of Osama Bin Laden

PB | 144.pp | May 2017£7.99 |

Seymour M. Hersh

Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781784784393

Electrifying investigation of White House 

lies about the assassination of Osama bin 

Laden.

Separate and Dominate : Feminism and Racism after 

the War on Terror

PB | 192.pp | May 2015£14.99 |

Christine Delphy
Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781781688809

An examination of how mainstream 

feminism has been mobilized in support of 

racist measures. Introduction by Roxane 

Gay.

The Case for Withdrawal from Afghanistan

PB | 208.pp | September 2010£14.99 |

Nick Turse

Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781844674510

Leading commentators examine the 

Afghan debacle and its parallels with 

previous British and Soviet 

occupations.

Losing Control : Global Security in the Twenty-first 

Century

PB | 336.pp | July 2021£19.99 |

Paul Rogers
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745343679

New, updated edition of the bestselling 

book that predicted post-9/11 global 

insecurity.

Bullets in Envelopes : Iraqi Academics in Exile

PB | 256.pp | June 2021£19.99 |

Louis Yako

Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745341989

The social and intellectual history of Iraq 

told through the academic, political and 

social experiences of Iraqi academics in 

exile.

Kurdish Women's Stories

PB | 240.pp | January 2021£16.99 |

Houzan Mahmoud

Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745341149

The stories of women who lived, worked 

and struggled in Kurdistan.
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The Syrian Revolution : Between the Politics of Life 

and the Geopolitics of Death

PB | 208.pp | January 2020£19.99 |

Yasser Munif
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745340722

A contemporary history of political 

violence and grassroots struggles in Syria 

since 2011.

Sara : Prison Memoir of a Kurdish Revolutionary

PB | 368.pp | August 2019£19.99 |

Sakine Cansiz

Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745339832

The second instalment of the iconic 

memoirs of one of the first female fighters 

of the PKK.

Syria after the Uprisings : The Political Economy of 

State Resilience

PB | 400.pp | June 2019£24.99 |

Joseph Daher
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745339382

Eight years on, Syria is still a battleground. 

Why has the state remained so strong?

Shooting a Revolution : Visual Media and Warfare in 

Syria

PB | 272.pp | November 2018£19.99 |

Donatella Della Ratta
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745337142

What has been the impact of visual media 

on the Syrian conflict?

Why Turkey is Authoritarian : From Ataturk to 

Erdogan

PB | 256.pp | June 2018£14.99 |

Halil Karaveli
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745337555

A radical history of Turkey, from the end of 

the Ottoman Empire to the present day, 

rejecting traditional narratives of a 'clash of 

civilisations'.

Rojava : Revolution, War and the Future of Syria's 

Kurds

PB | 320.pp | June 2018£17.99 |

Thomas Schmidinger
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745337722

The history and politics of Syrian Kurdistan, 

with a special focus on the revolution in 

Rojava.
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Faith and Resistance : The Politics of Love and War in 

Lebanon

PB | 256.pp | May 2018£24.99 |

Sarah Marusek
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745399928

How is decolonial resistance evolving in 

Lebanon and the Middle East?

Sara : My Whole Life Was a Struggle

PB | 352.pp | April 2018£17.99 |

Sakine Cansiz

Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745338019

An iconic memoir by one of the first female 

fighters of the PKK.

Burning Country : Syrians in Revolution and War

PB | 304.pp | February 2018£14.99 |

Robin Yassin-Kassab

Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745337821

A vivid look at a modern-day political and 

humanitarian nightmare.

A Theory of ISIS : Political Violence and the 

Transformation of the Global Order

PB | 272.pp | November 2017£19.99 |

Mohammad-Mahmoud Ould Mohamedou
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745399096

A bold new theory of ISIS, revealing its 

profound  impact on the very nature of 

contemporary political violence.

The Islamophobia Industry : How the Right 

Manufactures Hatred of Muslims

PB | 336.pp | September 2017£12.00 |

Nathan Lean
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745337166

A journalistic look at the terrifying growth 

of Islamophobia across the Western world 

today.

What is Islamophobia? : Racism, Social Movements 

and the State

PB | 304.pp | June 2017£10.00 |

Narzanin Massoumi
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745399577

Reveals the endemic nature of 

Islamophobia in the West across various 

sections of society, both left and right.
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The Political Thought of Abdullah OEcalan : 

Kurdistan, Woman's Revolution and Democratic 

PB | 176.pp | April 2017£12.99 |

Abdullah OEcalan
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745399768

The essential introduction to the writings of 

Abdullah OEcalan, founder of Democratic 

Confederalism.

Voices from the 'Jungle' : Stories from the Calais 

Refugee Camp

PB | 272.pp | April 2017£14.99 |

Calais Writers
Pluto Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780745399683

A shocking but inspirational collection of 

stories by refugees in the former Calais 

camp in France.

Rise : Extraordinary Women of Colour who Changed 

the World

HB | 224.pp | October 2021£20.00 |

Maliha Abidi
Saqi Books (Marston Book Services) | 9780863561375

A beautifully illustrated, inspirational 

celebration of women of colour from 

around the world.

Arabicity : Contemporary Arab Art

PB | 160.pp | August 2019£19.99 |

Rose Issa

Saqi Books (Marston Book Services) | 9780863566882

Beautifully produced volume, including 

over 200 artworks by more than 35 

contemporary Arab artists, whose 

ground-breaking works reflect the pulse of 

region.

Nicosia Beyond Barriers : Voices from a Divided City

PB | 256.pp | June 2019£12.99 |

Alev Adil

Saqi Books (Marston Book Services) | 9780863566745

Since 1963 Nicosia, the capital of Cyprus, 

has been split by a militarised border. In 

Voices from a Divided City, 35 writers 

from all sides of the Cyprus divide come 

together to write the past, present and 

future of their city.

Madam Ataturk : The First Lady of Modern Turkey

PB | .pp | March 2019£12.99 |

Ipek Calislar

Saqi Books (Marston Book Services) | 9780863563355

An international bestseller, this intimate 

biography vividly brings to life the story of 

an exceptional and courageous woman, 

well ahead of her time, who lived through a 

remarkable period in Turkish history.
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A Concise History of Sunnis and Shi`is

PB | 352.pp | January 2019£10.99 |

John McHugo

Saqi Books (Marston Book Services) | 9780863569265

An essential guide to understanding the 

divide that has come to define Islam and 

the Muslim world.

Coping with Uncertainty : Youth in the Middle East 

and North Africa

PB | 400.pp | August 2018£24.99 |

Jorg Gertel
Saqi Books (Marston Book Services) | 9780863569609

The most up-to-date and comprehensive 

study on the effect of conflict on young 

people in the Middle East and North Africa 

today.

And Then God Created The Middle East And Said 'Let 

There Be Breaking News'

PB | 128.pp | June 2018£6.99 |

Karl reMarks
Saqi Books (Marston Book Services) | 9780863569029

First book of remarks and sketches from 

hugely popular Middle East blogger Karl 

Sharro.

Don't Panic, I'm Islamic : How to Stop Worrying and 

Learn to Love the Alien Next Door

PB | 192.pp | July 2017£12.99 |

Lynn Gaspard
Saqi Books (Marston Book Services) | 9780863569999

Don't Panic, I'm Islamic: Words and Pictures 

on How to Stop Worrying and Learn to 

Love the Alien Next Door is a collection of 

satirical writings, cartoons and art by 

writers and artists from around the world.

The Commander : Fawzi al-Qawiqji and the Fight for 

Arab Independence 1914-1948

HB | 320.pp | February 2017£20.00 |

Laila Parsons
Saqi Books (Marston Book Services) | 9780863561665

Accessible, engrossing biography; 

compellingly tells the history of the Middle 

East from WWI to the 1948 Palestine War 

through the life of one of the most 

influential Arabs of the century. Essential 

reading for those with an interest in the 

history of British Imperialism, Palestine and 

the Arab struggle for independence.

Houses Built on Sand : Violence, Sectarianism and 

Revolution in the Middle East

PB | 272.pp | September 2021£20.00 |

Simon Mabon
Manchester University Press (IPS UK (NBNI)) | 9781526160348

This book explores the Arab Uprisings and 

the instability that engulfed the region in 

the following years. It argues that to 

understand the events of the uprisings we 

must look at relations between rulers and 

ruled along with the strategies used by 

regimes to exert sovereign power.
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I Refuse to Condemn : Resisting Racism in Times of 

National Security

HB | 296.pp | November 2020£16.99 |

Asim Qureshi
Manchester University Press (IPS UK (NBNI)) | 9781526151476

I refuse to condemn highlights how in 

times of national security a culture of 

condemnation is expected of people of 

colour that sits at the heart of structurally 

racist systems. This collection catalogues 

the ways in which scholars and activists 

experience and resist this expectation.

Representation, Recognition and Respect in World 

Politics : The Case of Iran-Us Relations

PB | 248.pp | March 2020£20.00 |

Constance Duncombe
Manchester University Press (IPS UK (NBNI)) | 9781526148049

This book addresses a critical issue in 

global politics: how recognition and 

misrecognition fuel conflict or initiate 

reconciliation. Using a detailed empirical 

investigation of the fraught bilateral 

relations between the US and Iran, the 

book demonstrates how representations of 

one state by another influence foreign 

policy-making behavior.

Cosmopolitan Dystopia : International Intervention 

and the Failure of the West

PB | 240.pp | January 2020£16.99 |

Philip Cunliffe
Manchester University Press (IPS UK (NBNI)) | 9781526105738

Cosmopolitan Dystopia evaluates 

cosmopolitan liberalism and shows that 

in their effort to avoid the terrible fate of 

twentieth century utopias, cosmopolitan 

liberals have nonetheless created a new 

global dystopia of permanent war and 

authoritarian power embodied in 

'sovereignty as responsibility'. 

Transatlantic Traumas : Has Illiberalism Brought the 

West to the Brink of Collapse?

PB | 144.pp | February 2018£9.99 |

Stanley R. Sloan
Manchester University Press (IPS UK (NBNI)) | 9781526128713

Transatlantic traumas surveys the 

landscape of external and internal threats 

to Western values and interests, including 

Russian and Islamist assaults on the West

, illiberal radical right populist challenges, 

Turkey's undemocratic tendencies, Brexit 

and the Trump Tsunami.

The English Job : Understanding Iran and Why  It 

Distrusts Britain

PB | 416.pp | September 2020£12.99 |

Jack Straw
Biteback Publishing (Marston Book Services) | 9781785906176

'This turbulent history is essential reading.' 

- Justin Marozzi, Sunday Times

The War against al-Qaeda : Religion, Policy, and 

Counter-narratives

PB | 232.pp | May 2017£24.00 |

Nahed Artoul Zehr
Georgetown University Press (IPS UK (NBNI)) | 9781626164284

Explores the theological underpinnings of 

al-Qaeda and related Islamic movements 

such as ISIS. The author demonstrates how 

this marginal narrative transformed 

al-Qaeda from a relatively hierarchical and 

regional organization to a globalized, 

decentralized, and diffuse system of 

networks.
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Serkeftin: A Narrative of the Rojava Revolution : A 

Narrative of the Rojava Revolution

PB | 160.pp | February 2019£10.99 |

Marcel Cartier
John Hunt Publishing (John Wiley & Sons Ltd, Distribution Centre) | 9781789040128

Serkeftin: A Narrative of the Rojava 

Revolution takes a first-hand look at the 

complex process of grassroots 

democracy and women's liberation that is 

radically altering life in northern Syria's 

predominately Kurdish areas.

Algeriennes : The Forgotten Women of the Algerian 

Revolution

HB | 120.pp | September 2020£19.95 |

Swann Meralli
Pennsylvania State University Press (IPS UK (NBNI)) | 9780271086231

A graphic novel depicting the stories of 

women who fought with the National 

Liberation Front in the Algerian War of 

Independence.

The Political Economy of Reforms in Egypt : Issues 

and Policymaking since 1952

PB | 448.pp | June 2021£24.95 |

Khalid Ikram
The American University in Cairo Press (IPS UK (NBNI)) | 9789774169953

Drawing on Khalid Ikram’s extensive 

knowledge of economic policymaking at 

the highest levels, The Political Economy 

of Reforms in Egypt lays out the enduring 

features of the Egyptian economy and its 

performance since 1952 before presenting 

an account of policy-making, growth and 

structural change under the country’s 

successive presidents to the present day.

Creating Spaces of Hope : Young Artists and the New 

Imagination in Egypt

HB | 208.pp | February 2021£24.95 |

Caroline Seymour-Jorn
The American University in Cairo Press (IPS UK (NBNI)) | 9789774169748

How have different types of artists—studio 

artists, graffiti artists, musicians and 

writers—responded personally and 

artistically to the various stages of political 

transformation in Egypt since the January 

25 revolution? What has the political or 

social role of art been in these periods of 

transition and uncertainty? What are the 

aesthetic shifts and stylistic transformations 

present in the contemporary Egyptian art 

world?

Counter Jihad : America's Military Experience in 

Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria

PB | 400.pp | February 2018£19.99 |

Brian Glyn Williams
University of Pennsylvania Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780812224207

Counter Jihad provides a sweeping 

account of America's military campaigns in 

the Islamic world and fills a gaping void in 

our understanding of the War on Terror.

Afghanistan Declassified : A Guide to America's 

Longest War

PB | 264.pp | July 2015£19.99 |

Brian Glyn Williams
University of Pennsylvania Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780812223446

Originally published by the U.S. Army to 

provide an overview of the terrain, tribes, 

history, and course of the war for American 

troops, Afghanistan Declassified provides 

an essential background to the war in 

Afghanistan as well as offering a vivid 

account of the country's people, history, 

and geography.
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