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 Should I:  Stammer and bluster my way through every excuse 

in the book Accept and then immediately turn in my 

resignation letter, change my number and leave the country 

Allow my hot, new, doctor neighbour to step in and pretend 

to be my boyfriend The answer: there are no right answers. 

But option 3 is happening and I’m fake dating Lucas just to 

survive my work Christmas party without any further 

unwanted advances. A fun and romantic festive romp for fans 

of Georgia Toffolo and Laura Jane Williams. Praise for Only for 

Christmas ‘Truly magical… I devoured it in one day. One of the 

best Christmas books!’- Reader review; ‘This could be a 

Hallmark Christmas movie! There’s your classic meet-cute, 

followed by a ‘knight in shining armor’ moment, and then the 

fake dating where, naturally, they end up falling in love for real.’ 

- Reader review; ‘A fun, fluffy, happy-ending romance that was 

a breezy and beautiful read! I absolutely loved it … a perfect 

romcom to get started on the Christmas festivities but also an 

all-round feel-good read!’- Reader review; ‘Fun, lighthearted, 

emotional. I love reverse grumpy sunshine and these two 

characters absolutely fit the bill! I loved the chemistry between 

them… Their banter had me laughing all throughout the story.’ - 

Reader review; ‘I couldn’t put it down. There were moments 

that you can’t help but chuckle to yourself and you can’t help 

but fall in love with Lucas Moore. Great read for Christmas.’ - 

Reader review

Paperback | 304 pages | 

Adult  contemporary 
romance
Family  relationships
Travel  holiday

Tracy started writing in her late 

twenties. As well as writing novels, 

shes written several short stories, 

pantomime sketches and magazine 

articles. Tracy describes her writing 

style as modern tales of romance, 

with engaging quirky characters, 

who overcome adversity, grow as 

people and conclude in satisfying 

optimistic endings. When shes not 

writing, she enjoys amateur 

dramatics, gardening and music. 

She works part-time for a local 

charity.
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A Cotswold Christmas Mystery : The intriguing 
cosy crime series

PB | 352.pp | October 2021£9.99 |

Rebecca Tope
Allison  Busby (Grantham Book Services (GBS) ) | 9780749026424

Things are all set for a fantastic 
Christmas in the Slocombe house, but 
then a local lady disappears, 
relationships are put to the test, and 
theres a death.

A Thiefs Justice : A completely gripping historical 
mystery

PB | 368.pp | November 2023£9.99 |

Douglas Skelton
Canelo (Macmillan Distribution (MDL)) | 9781804365472

London, 1716. Revenge is a dish best 
served ice-cold…

A Very Special Christmas : The gift of a second 
chance in this festive romance from the 
multi-million copy bestseller

PB | .pp | October 2022£8.99 |

Anna Jacobs
Allison  Busby (Grantham Book Services (GBS) ) | 9780749027773

The gift of a second chance in this new 
seasonal romance from a 
much-beloved author.

Beyond the Desert Sands

PB | 304.pp | August 2022£10.99 |

Tracie Peterson
Baker Publishing Group (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780764237324

After living an opulent life with her 
aunt, the last thing Isabella Garcia 
wants is to celebrate Christmas in a 
small mining town with her parents. 
But shes surprised to see how much 
the town--and an old rival--has 
changed and how fragile her fathers 
health has become. Faced with many 
changes, can she sort through her 
future and decide who she wants to 
be?

Blood on the Tiber : A rich and atmospheric 
historical mystery

PB | 368.pp | August 2023£9.99 |

B. M. Howard
Canelo (Macmillan Distribution (MDL)) | 9781804362723

Felix Gracchus, recovering from 
malaria, and Dermide Vanderville 
must pacify revolutionaries planning 
to set Rome ablaze, all the while 
solving the dark and intriguing puzzle 
of a local inheritance scandal.

Murder at Down Street Station : The thrilling 
wartime mystery series

PB | 384.pp | October 2023£8.99 |

Jim Eldridge
Allison  Busby (Grantham Book Services (GBS) ) | 9780749028589

In this series Eldridge explores crimes 
in derelict London Underground 
stations in World War Two.
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Old Evils : An absolutely unputdownable British 
detective series

PB | 320.pp | July 2023£9.99 |

Alex Walters
Canelo (Macmillan Distribution (MDL)) | 9781804364680

Deadly truths lie buried beneath the 
snow.

Sea Defences

PB | 323.pp | January 2023£9.99 |

Hilary Taylor
Eye Books (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781785633355

In her taut, lyrical debut novel, Hilary 
Taylor weaves the bleak power of the 
East Anglian winter into a searingly 
honest psychological drama, as 
gripping as any thriller.

The Christmas Fayre on Holly Field : An inspiring 
and cosy festive romance

PB | 304.pp | August 2023£8.99 |

Lilac Mills
Canelo (Macmillan Distribution (MDL)) | 9781800328822

Foxmore’s inaugural Christmas fayre 
will be the toast of the town – or the 
downfall of their relationship...

The Christmas Season : An uplifting, funny and 
inclusive romance that Regency readers will love!

PB | 320.pp | August 2023£8.99 |

Ally Sinclair
Canelo (Macmillan Distribution (MDL)) | 9781804363669

You are cordially invited to your 
Happy Ever After... 

The Coldest Blood : The gripping mystery series set 
against the Cambridgeshire fen

PB | 416.pp | June 2023£8.99 |

Jim Kelly
Allison  Busby (Grantham Book Services (GBS) ) | 9780749030452

As mid-winter temperatures grip the 
cathedral city of Ely, a man is found 
frozen to death in his high-rise flat. 

The Gingerbread Christmas Village : A totally 
uplifting and romantic seasonal read

PB | 320.pp | August 2023£8.99 |

Kiley Dunbar
Canelo (Macmillan Distribution (MDL)) | 9781804364598

Everyone deserves a Christmas treat... 



https://www.durnell.co.uk/ Christmas Fiction Selection 2023

@DurnellAcademic Durnell Marketing Ltd @durnell_europeteam@durnell.co.uk

The House of Shadows

PB | 352.pp | April 2023£9.99 |

Paul Doherty
Canelo (Macmillan Distribution (MDL)) | 9781804363454

A set of horrific killings hints at the 
answer behind a legendary crime...

The Lace Weaver

PB | 448.pp | January 2023£9.99 |

Lauren Chater
Allison  Busby (Grantham Book Services (GBS) ) | 9780749029203

The bestselling, breathtaking book 
about love and war, and the battle to 
save a precious legacy.

The Life Line

PB | 224.pp | March 2024£9.99 |

Phyllis Bottome
Muswell Press (Grantham Book Services (GBS) ) | 9781739879402

Classic Espionage reissued for the first 
time in 30 years.  Phyllis Bottome  
taught Ian Fleming to write.  Seven 
years after publication Flemings 
Casino Royale was published with 
striking similarities

The Railway Detectives Christmas Case : The 
bestselling Victorian mystery series

PB | 352.pp | October 2023£8.99 |

Edward Marston
Allison  Busby (Grantham Book Services (GBS) ) | 9780749027391

Book 20 in the bestselling Victorian 
mystery series.

The Winter Dress : Two women separated by 
centuries drawn together by one beautiful silk dress

PB | 384.pp | March 2023£8.99 |

Lauren Chater
Allison  Busby (Grantham Book Services (GBS) ) | 9780749029159

Two women separated by centuries 
but connected by one beautiful silk 
dress.

Through the Snow Globe : A spellbinding festive 
romance of second chances

PB | 352.pp | August 2023£9.99 |

Annie Rains
Canelo (Macmillan Distribution (MDL)) | 9781804365724

If your loved one could stay another 
day, what would you do?
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