
https://www.durnell.co.uk/ Literary Studies 2024

@DurnellAcademic Durnell Marketing Ltd @durnell_europeteam@durnell.co.uk

Navigating Narratives : Tsurayuki’s Tosa Diary as History and Fiction

| Hardback| 360pp. | March 2024£49.95

Gustav Heldt

Harvard University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780674295827

Drawing on both contemporaneous historical sources and modern literary 
criticism, Navigating Narratives offers unique insights into Heian Japan 
through one of its most enigmatic and consequential texts, Tosa nikki (The 
Tosa Diary)—the world’s first short novelistic work of fiction, which purports 
to record the voyage of an anonymous woman.

The Collapse of Heaven : The Taiping Civil War and Chinese Literature 
and Culture, 1850–1880

| Hardback| 360pp. | March 2024£49.95

Huan Jin

Harvard University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780674295872

The Collapse of Heaven investigates a long-neglected century in Chinese 
literature through the lens of the Taiping War (1851–1864). Huan Jin examines 
manifold literary and cultural transformations through pamphlets, diaries, 
poetry, fiction, and drama. The book offers an important comparative 
perspective on the global nineteenth century.

Regarding Penelope : From Character to Poetics, Second Edition

| Paperback / softback| 276pp. | May 2024£20.95

Nancy Felson

Harvard University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780674296077

In this updated and expanded second edition of Regarding Penelope, Nancy 
Felson explores the relationship between Homer’s construction of Penelope 
and his more general approach to poetic production and reception. Felson 
considers Penelope as an object of male gazes and as a subject acting from her 
own desire.

The Letters of Emily Dickinson

| Hardback| 976pp. | April 2024£39.95

Emily Dickinson

Harvard University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780674982970

The Letters of Emily Dickinson collects, redates, and recontextualizes all of 
the poet’s extant letters, including dozens newly discovered or never before 
anthologized. Insightful annotations emphasize not the reclusive poet of myth 
but rather an artist firmly embedded in the political and literary currents of 
her time.
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The Op-Ed Novel : A Literary History of Post-Franco Spain

| Hardback| 312pp. | January 2024£37.95

Bécquer Seguín

Harvard University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780674260108

The Op-Ed Novel follows a clutch of globally renowned Spanish novelists who 
swept into the political sphere via the pages of El País. Their literary sensibility 
transformed opinion journalism, and their weekly columns changed their 
novels, which became venues for speculative historical claims, partisan 
political projects, and intellectual argument.

The Island : War and Belonging in Auden’s England

| Hardback| 656pp. | June 2024£27.95

Nicholas Jenkins

Harvard University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780674025226

Nicholas Jenkins explores war, love, and politics in the early works of W. H. 
Auden, one of the twentieth century’s most controversial and moving poets. 
Auden’s poems embraced both haunted meditations on World War I and 
lyrical visions of English national identity until, in the mid-1930s, he lost faith 
in the artistic potential of such myths.

The Lyre Book : Modern Poetic Media

| Hardback| 344pp. | February 2024£95.50

Matthew Kilbane

Johns Hopkins University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9781421448114

Redefines modern lyric poetry at the intersection of literary and media 
studies.

The Lyre Book : Modern Poetic Media

| Paperback / softback| 344pp. | February 2024£33.00

Matthew Kilbane

Johns Hopkins University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9781421448121

Redefines modern lyric poetry at the intersection of literary and media 
studies.
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Jane Austen and the Price of Happiness

| Hardback| 320pp. | June 2024£23.00

Inger Sigrun Bredkjæ Brodey

Johns Hopkins University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9781421448206

Do Jane Austen novels truly celebrate—or undermine—romance and happy 
endings?

Medieval Afterlives : Transforming Traditions in Shakespeare and Early 
English Drama

| Hardback| 344pp. | May 2024£90.00

Daisy Black

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526172136

This book shows how early drama traditions were transformed, re-used and 
reformed across time to form new relationships with their audiences. 
Medieval afterlives brings new insight to the ways in which peoples in the 
sixteenth century understood, manipulated and responded to the history of 
their performance spaces, stage technologies, characterisation and popular 
dramatic tropes. -- .

Approaches to Emotion in Middle English Literature

| Hardback| 320pp. | April 2024£85.00

Carolyne Larrington

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526176134

A significant new account of emotion in Middle English literature, proposing 
key methodologies for the analysis of feeling and affect in literary texts. It 
shows how contemporary audiences learned to understand emotion in 
themselves and others, through empathetic response, the development of 
fictionality and the emergence of interiority. -- .

Fantastic Histories : Medieval Fairy Narratives and the Limits of 
Wonder

| Hardback| 296pp. | May 2024£85.00

Victoria Flood

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526164148

Details the political and cultural contexts of the entry of fairies to the 
historical record in twelfth century England, and the subsequent political uses 
of fairy narratives in both insular and continental history and romance, 
revealing the fairy as a contested marker of historicity and fictionality. -- .
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Literatures of the Hundred Years War

| Hardback| 408pp. | April 2024£25.00

Daniel Davies

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526141095

This volume demonstrates how the Hundred Years War (1337–1453) provides a 
necessary context for late-medieval literature. It shows how war impacted the 
lives and works of major writers like Geoffrey Chaucer, Christine de Pizan, and 
Catherine of Siena, while also arguing for a transnational approach that moves 
beyond the Anglo-French core. -- .

Courteous Exchanges : Spensers and Shakespeares Gentle Dialogues with 
Readers and Audiences

| Hardback| 304pp. | June 2024£85.00

Patricia Wareh

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526149855

This book offers new connections between Spenser and Shakespeare by 
showing how their works hone readers’ and audiences’ judgement about the 
social construction of aristocratic identity. -- .

David, Donne, and Thirsty Deer : Selected Essays of Anne Lake Prescott

| Hardback| 352pp. | May 2024£85.00

Anne Lake Prescott

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526179388

Essays by Anne Lake Prescott on French and English early modern writers and 
cultures, from Du Bellay to Spenser, Ronsard to Donne. -- .

Gothic Dreams and Nightmares

| Hardback| 300pp. | February 2024£90.00

Carol Davison

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526160621

This interdisciplinary text combines an attention to socio-historical and 
cultural contexts with a rigorous close reading of literary, artistic, and 
televisual works, both classic and lesser known. It investigates how the Gothic 
and the concepts of dreams and nightmares have intersected from the 
mid-eighteenth century to the present day. -- .
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Graveyard Gothic

| Hardback| 328pp. | April 2024£85.00

Eric Parisot

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526166319

This collection of essays considers the significance of graveyards in Gothic 
literature, film, television and video games. The chapters range from the 
eighteenth to the twenty-first centuries and incorporate discussion of Gothic 
texts from around the world, offering a compelling new account of the 
graveyard’s importance as a key location for Gothic art and culture. -- .

Myth and (Mis)Information : Constructing the Medical Professions in 
Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century English Literature and Culture

| Hardback| 320pp. | April 2024£85.00

Allan Ingram

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526166821

This book discusses the various cultural forms and literary works by which 
information, myth and misinformation on medical practices and personages 
were spread during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and some of the 
reasons for this, from authorial self-interest to scientific ignorance. -- .

Rochester and the Pursuit of Pleasure

| Hardback| 312pp. | June 2024£85.00

Larry D Carver

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526173676

Rochester and the pursuit of pleasure provides a reading of Rochester’s 
poems, dramatic works, and letters in a biographical context. It argues that 
there is a thematic unity--the pursuit of pleasure--underlying his work, that 
this pursuit is religiously motivated and reflects Rochester’s preoccupation 
with and, finally, acceptance of Christianity. -- .

Shakespeares Adolescents : Age, Gender and the Body in Shakespearean 
Performance and Early Modern Culture

| Hardback| 240pp. | February 2024£85.00

Victoria Sparey

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526168191

Shakespeare’s adolescents examines the varied representation of adolescent 
characters in Shakespeare’s plays. Using early modern medical knowledge, the 
book unpacks complexities that surrounded the cultural and theatrical 
representations of the ‘signs’ of the maturation used to construct Shakespeare’s 
many adolescent characters. -- .
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Shakespeares Liminal Spaces : Contesting Authority on the Early Modern 
Stage

| Hardback| 256pp. | April 2024£85.00

Ben Haworth

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526165923

Shakespeares liminal spaces provides a unique set of perspectives through 
which Shakespeare’s forests, battlefields, shores and gardens are revealed as 
deliberate dramatic devices with the capacity to destabilise social structures. -- 
.

Barbara Comyns : A Savage Innocence

| Hardback| 424pp. | March 2024£30.00

Avril Horner

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526173744

This biography of Barbara Comyns reveals a twentieth-century author whose 
life was as extraordinary as her novels. Hundreds of unpublished letters reveal 
an occasionally desperate but resourceful and witty woman whose 
complicated life ranged from enduring poverty when young to mixing with 
spivs, spies and high society. -- .

The Art of the Literary Poster

| Hardback| 248pp. | March 2024£40.00

Allison Rudnick

Metropolitan Museum of Art (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9781588397744

An exploration of late nineteenth-century American literary posters—a 
vibrant genre at the vanguard of modern commercial art and graphic design

The Four Shakespeare Folios, 1623–2023 : Copy, Print, Paper, Type

| Hardback| 176pp. | May 2024£54.95

Samuel V. Lemley

Pennsylvania State University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780271097329

A collection of essays by leading scholars of Shakespeare in print, offering an 
overview of current research on the Folios and on unsettled questions about 
the bibliography of Shakespeare’s plays.
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Rival Wisdoms : Reading Proverbs in the Canterbury Tales

| Hardback| 220pp. | February 2024£87.95

Nancy Mason Bradbury

Pennsylvania State University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780271096889

Situates Chaucer’s proverbs in their premodern cultural and intellectual 
contexts, arguing that Chaucer places proverbs at the center of the interpretive 
possibilities the Canterbury Tales extends to its readers.

Canadas Best | La grande littérature du Canada : An Anthology | Une 
anthologie

| Hardback| 480pp. | April 2024£40.00

Andrew David Irvine

University of Ottawa Press (Marston Book Services) | 9780776627830

Since their founding in 1936, Canada’s GG Literary Awards have served as the 
country’s premier literary prize. Together with Canada’s Storytellers and The 
Governor General’s Literary Awards of Canada: A Bibliography, this volume 
completes a set that offers readers an overview of a much-loved literary prize.

Horror in Classical Literature : “On a Profound and Elementary 
Principle”

| Hardback| 280pp. | March 2024£60.00

Edmund P. Cueva

University of Wales Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781837720934

No in- or out-of-print book has the same goals, content, wide range, and 
scholarly approach as the present study. 

Nature and Medieval Literature

| Hardback| 312pp. | February 2024£80.00

Stephen Knight

University of Wales Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781837721023

This book describes how medieval authors represent the natural world – both 
seeing it in terms of natural and animal forces and meanings, but also as a 
different domain that can cast a revealing and critical light on the human and 
urban world.
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Inventions of a Present : The Novel in its Crisis of Globalization

| Hardback| 272pp. | May 2024£25.00

Fredric Jameson

Verso Books (Marston Book Services) | 9781804292402

The giant of literary theory analyzes the novel: Conrad, James, Atwood, Oe, 
Mailer, Grass, Grossman, Garcia Márquez, Gibson, Knausgaard and more

Staging The Mysterious Mother

| Hardback| 376pp. | January 2024£55.00

Cynthia E. Roman

Yale University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780300263657

The first book-length study of Horace Walpole’s scandalous The Mysterious 
Mother, including critical essays, an abridged script, and a facsimile edition

Horizons Blossom, Borders Vanish : Anarchism and Yiddish Literature

| Hardback| 344pp. | April 2024£39.00

Anna Elena Torres

Yale University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780300243567

An innovative study of Yiddish literature that reveals the impact of anarchist 
movements and refugee organizing on Jewish literary history

Love and Marriage in the Age of Jane Austen

| Hardback| 432pp. | February 2024£25.00

Rory Muir

Yale University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780300269604

What happened when Jane Austen’s heroines and heroes were finally wed?
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The Fine Art of Literary Fist-Fighting : How a Bunch of Rabble-Rousers, 
Outsiders, and Ne’er-do-wells Concocted Creative Nonfiction

| Hardback| 304pp. | March 2024£25.00

Lee Gutkind

Yale University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780300251159

An account of the emergence of creative nonfiction, written by the “godfather” 
of the genre

Second Chances : Shakespeare and Freud

| Hardback| 232pp. | May 2024£20.00

Stephen Greenblatt

Yale University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780300276367

A powerful exploration of the human capacity for renewal, as seen through 
Shakespeare and Freud

Who Is Big Brother? : A Readers Guide to George Orwell

| Hardback| 224pp. | March 2024£18.99

D. J. Taylor

Yale University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780300272987

A spirited and essential companion to Orwell and his works, covering all the 
novels and major essays

Provincials : Postcards from the Peripheries

| Hardback| 352pp. | May 2024£16.99

Sumana Roy

Yale University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780300266139

An enchanting and joyous exploration of life and creativity at the geographical 
edges of the modern world
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The Real Thing : Reflections on a Literary Form

| Hardback| 176pp. | January 2024£16.99

Terry Eagleton

Yale University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780300274295

A clear-sighted and entertaining defence of literary realism, and an account of 
its key practitioners

Write Cut Rewrite : The Cutting Room Floor of Modern Literature

| Hardback| 200pp. | February 2024£40.00

Dirk Van Hulle

Bodleian Library (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9781851246182

A highly illustrated book, which reveals the mysteries of writing through 
examinations of words and ideas that were edited out of renowned novels, 
poems and plays.

Kafka : Making of an Icon

| Hardback| 192pp. | May 2024£35.00

Ritchie Robertson

Bodleian Library (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9781851246229

An authoritative collection of essays celebrating Kafka’s life and work, and 
examining how his writing has continued to provide inspiration for over a 
century.

C.S. Lewiss Oxford

| Hardback| 232pp. | June 2024£30.00

Simon Horobin

Bodleian Library (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9781851245642

An examination of the influence of Oxford on the writing of C.S. Lewis, 
bringing to light new archival discoveries including letters and an unpublished 
poem.
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Bestsellers and Masterpieces : The Changing Medieval Canon

| Paperback / softback| 288pp. | April 2024£25.00

Heather Blurton

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526178770

Bestsellers and masterpieces: The changing medieval canon offers a 
comparative critique of the development of the ‘modern canon’ of medieval 
literature across European and Middle Eastern medieval studies. -- .

Critical Theory and Dystopia

| Paperback / softback| 224pp. | March 2024£20.00

Patricia McManus

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526139757

Bringing the resources of critical theory to bear on the genre of dystopian 
fiction, this volume demonstrates both the continuing potential of Theodor 
Adorno’s work on literature, and the meaning of dystopia when considered in 
the light of Adorno’s critique of modernity. -- .

Dante Beyond Influence : Rethinking Reception in Victorian Literary 
Culture

| Paperback / softback| 256pp. | June 2024£20.00

Federica Coluzzi

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526178916

Unearthing previously unseen manuscript and print evidence, the book 
redefines the notion of Dante’s reception by conducting the first material and 
book-historical inquiry into the formation and popularisation of the the 
critical and scholarly discourse on Dante in Victorian culture. -- .

The Poems of Elizabeth Siddal in Context

| Paperback / softback| 296pp. | June 2024£25.00

Anne Woolley

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526178923

Every Siddal poem is close read alongside works by Rossetti, Swinburne,  
Ruskin, Tennyson and Keats and with reference to prevailing cultural,  political 
and religious contexts to give the most comprehensive analysis  yet of this 
enigmatic, previously undervalued poetic voice. -- .
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Borrowed Objects and the Art of Poetry : Spolia in Old English Verse

| Paperback / softback| 200pp. | March 2024£20.00

Denis Ferhatovic

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526179142

This study uses examinations of Exeter riddles, Old English religious verse 
and Beowulf to formulate the poetics of spolia – creative transformations of 
martial and architectural plunder serving to signal metatextual reflection. -- .

Riddles at Work in the Early Medieval Tradition : Words, Ideas, 
Interactions

| Paperback / softback| 344pp. | April 2024£25.00

Megan Cavell

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526178763

The first collection devoted solely to early medieval riddles, Riddles at work 
showcases recent research in this popular, new field. It brings together studies 
of Old English and Latin riddles, authors at various stages of their careers and 
a range of approaches, aiming to map out both the state of the field now and 
its future directions. -- .

Revolutionary Bodies : Homoeroticism and the Political Imagination in 
Irish Writing

| Paperback / softback| 240pp. | May 2024£20.00

Michael G. Cronin

Manchester University Press (IPS UK/NBNI) | 9781526178848

An ambitious and wide-ranging study of the Irish gay novel, not merely in 
relation to a broader Irish political and historical narrative, but also a global 
one of increasing neoliberal domination legitimated by liberal social politics. 
-- .

The Retrospective Imagination of A. B. Yehoshua

| Paperback / softback| 226pp. | June 2024£29.95

Yael Halevi-Wise

Pennsylvania State University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780271087863

Explores the layers of signification that A. B. Yehoshua constructs in his fiction 
to draw readers into a critical analysis of the condition of Israel as well as his 
representations of place, vocational identities, names, holidays, and love.

New in Paperback
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Rape Culture and Female Resistance in Late Medieval Literature : With 
an Edition of Middle English and Middle Scots Pastourelles

| Paperback / softback| 280pp. | April 2024£24.95

Sarah Baechle

Pennsylvania State University Press (John Wiley & Sons Ltd) | 9780271092683

A collection of essays exploring medieval rape culture, survivors’ speech, and 
female subjectivity in a late medieval lyric genre known as the pastourelle as 
well as in related literary works.

New in Paperback




