PEOPLE’S
HISTORY

History tends to be viewed from the perspective of the rich and powerful, where
the actions of small numbers are seen to dictate the course of world affairs. But
this perspective conceals the role of ordinary people, as individuals or as parts
of collective organisations, in shaping the course of history. The People’s History
book series puts ordinary people and mass movements centre stage, and looks
at the great moments of the past from the bottom up.
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A People’s History of Portugal reconstructs the last
two hundred years of class struggle in Portugal,
examining the material conditions of its people
and the real causes of its revolutionary waves and
counter-revolutionary backlash. Starting in the
early nineteenth century, the theme of colonialism
and its antithesis runs through the narrative,

as working-class life was closely entwined with
Portuguese colonial exploitation. Despite relatively
slow industrial development, Portuguese people
spearheaded a surprisingly vigorous radical culture
of dissent, eventually sparking a social and political
revolution in 1974.
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